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Natural Environment and Human Environment 

Since our childhood we all are know more or less about 

Environment. Environment is an inseparable part of our life. The  

word ENVIRONMENT comes from the French word ENVIRON, which 

means TO SURROUND. According to the Environment (protection) 

Act,1986 – Environment includes all the physical and biological 

surroundings of an organisms and their interactions.we can also 

define Environment as the sum of water, air and land and the 

interrelationships that exists among them and with the human 

beings, other living organisms and materials.  

If we intensively want to analyse the environment then we found 

two kinds of environment. 1.Natural environment and 2.Human 

environment. 

Natural Environment means the non human surroundings and 

conditions in which all living and non living things existing on earth. 

Nature itself create natural environment before the arrival of 

humans on earth. It is also known as Physical Environment. Natural 

environment is always changeable by nature. It has its own 

principles and it’s components are always interconnected with each 

other and most importantly it maintaining the balance on earth. 

Natural environment has full of natural resources. Like., solar 

resources, water resources, minerals, oil, natural gas etc. Because 

of the goodness of natural environment, earth is the only planet 

which support the human existence. In the early periods human 

beings live in the kingdom of nature and constantly interact with 

nature. But day by day as a society evolved, human population is 

growing and people’s needs are increase, more and more resources 

were required to fuel the expansion. For this People create their 

own environment which is called Human Environment . We can also 

define Human Environment as an artificial environment which is 

created by humans for fulfill their desires, needs, live a healthy and 
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pleasurable life, mostly to developed themselves with the help of 

natural resources. Now here is a problem, as we know Natural 

environment and Human environment are interconnected that is 

why it also have a great impact on each other. To fulfill the human’s 

needs and desires people cross their limits. Their excessive use of 

natural resources which are non renewable, agricultural growth with 

the help of harmful chemical and pesticides, industrial growth etc. 

Effectively harmful for natural environment.  

According to Rachel Carson in her seminal book -Silent Spring, 1962 

she further warns, “but man is a part of nature and his war against 

nature is inevitably a war against himself”.Carson was right, people 

has really gone against himself because now a days the biosphere is 

being destroyed by illegal activities of man. Through the 

overexploitation of natural resources and his unsustainable activities 

of mining, agriculture, industry, fishing, deforestation and many 

more. Man has inevitably produced thousands of pollutants which is 

discharged from factories, vehicles, incinerators and engines. This 

has created the problem of water pollution, air pollution, land 

pollution, global warming, climate change, loss of biodiversity etc. 

Which are posing danger for his own survival. Because of inevitable 

pollution people faced lots of diseases. Such as Respiratory and 

cardiovascular diseases, neurological diseases, skin diseases, eye 

irrigation, hearloss  and long term chronic diseases such as cancer 

etc.  

According to the WHO’s -2016 Report indicates that some 3million 

deaths a year are linked to exposure to outdoor air pollution. 

Although many state government try to decrease the pollution levels 

by enforcing environmental laws and policy, but this is not enough. 

The environmental degradation going to a next level. Because of this 

today nature punished us through various calamities, such as floods, 

droughts, hurricanes, global warming, climate change, prairie Fire, 

etc which are beyond the control of human being. So if we really 
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want to protect our survival we must stop unnecessary uses of 

natural resources,save for our next generation and protect our 

Natural environment which is the source of our life on earth and 

also we have to be aware and let’s others also aware about our 

natural environment (Nature Mother).  

 

 

 

 

 

Climate change is the change of the climate of a place as the weather 
conditions of a place changed from its own or previous position. It includes 
Global Warming which is caused due to the emissions of Greenhouse gases 
and change of weather patterns due to the same. Climate change is accruing 
since long long ago, but from the middle of the last century the situation starts 
to be worsen and the main culprit remains the emissions of gases which 
creates the Greenhouse effect. Burning of fuel viz coal, oil, natural gas etc for 
energy consumption is the main source of the emissions. Besides agriculture, 
deforestation and manufacturing also contributes much in this field. Human 
causes of climate changes are also accepted by the scientists and Science 
Institutions of National and International level, Global Warming increases the 
loss of sunlight reflecting snow and ice cover, water vapour etc. Temperature 
rise also falls impact in the Arctic where it contributed to melting permafrost, 
glacial retreat and sea ice loss. Due to the rise in temperature, rates of 
evaporation is increasing and it is causing severe storms and extreme weather 
like Amfan, Yash etc. It very worsley effects the ecosystems as many species 
are extincted due to this environment changes and it is visible in the feature of 
coral reefs, mountains and Arctic. Climate change threatens mankind as food 
insecurity, water scarcity, flooding infections diseases, economic losses and 
displacement happens. More and more rising of sea levels, ocean 
temperatures and ocean acidification is going on. Now it is widely accepted 



P a g e  | 7 

 

that greatest threat to the universal health in the 21st century is climate 
change.  
 

State role played in National & International steps.  

In the mother Constitution of our country, commenced on an from 26th 
January, 1950, the environment issues was not dealt with, as at that time it 
was not so much alarming and volatile proportion as it is nowadays. In 1976,by 
the 42nd Amendment of our Constitution in Article 48 A it was adopted and 
commenced under the headings as follows :--  
 
Protection and improvement of environment safeguarding of forests and 
wildlife.  
 

The State shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to 
safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country. And similarly in the Article 
51A (g) of the Constitution of India within the ambit of the Fundamental duties 
of the Citizen of India it is included as to protect and improve the natural 
environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have 
compassion for living creatures. These Constitutional guarantees are of utmost 
importance to protect the environment. The water ( Prevention and control of 
pollution) Act, 1974, The Air ( Prevention and control of pollution on Act, ) 
1981, Environment Protection Act 1986 etc. are new endeavour of 
Government to protect environment. Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, National 
Environment ( Tribunal) Act, 1995 also were there to protect nature.  
Besides India also participated in Earth Summit 1992, Rio , Kyoto in 1997, 
Copenhagen , 2009, Kankun ( Mexico) in 2010 , Rio ,2012, Paris in 2015, 
Poland, 2018 and various other conferences which can be treated as India’s 
attempt to protect nature and environment.  
India became signatory as a part of International attempt to save environment 
in various global Conferences as a commitment which is part of International 
endeavour to protect environment.  
Lastly it must be said at this critical juncture to save and protect our beloved 
planet all out effort should be released immediately by the mankind.  

Environment is very essential and basic life support system. Environment provide us air, 

water, food and land. The constitution of India endorses environmental protection and 
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improvement. The policy paradigm to manage environment started with the provisions 

enshrined in Part-IV of the constitution of India under the directive principles of State policy. 

According to the article 47 of the directive principle of State policy, it is the duty of the 

central government to protect environment by endrosing this policies in governance. Article 

48-A was inserted to enjoin the state to make efforts for protection and improvement of the 

environment and for safeguarding the forest and wildlife in the country. Article 51-A(g) of 

this Part state that, “ It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to protect and improve the 

natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have compassion for 

living creatures.” With objective to endorse International agreements and conventions in 

the national framework of laws, article 253 empowers Parliament of India to make laws 

relating to two international agreements and conventions. Environmental subjects are in 

the state list and the central government has to approve the states. The 73rd Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 1992 you added Schedule-XI of the Constitution has linked with the 

environmental protection like soil conservation, water management, watershed 

developments, social and farm forestry, drinking water, fuel and fodder, non conventional 

energy sources and maintenance of the community assets to the Panchayats. The the 74th 

Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 you added Schedule-XII. According to this Schedule 

the protection of environment and protection of ecological effects has been assigned to the 

Municipalities. Besides these Constitutional provisions there are some important laws to 

protect and promote environment in India. The important environmental laws are: 

A) THE WILDLIFE PROTECTION ACT, 1972; 

B) WATER (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1974; 

C) AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF POLLUTION) ACT,1981; 

D) FOREST CONSERVATION ACT, 1980 AND THE NATIONAL FOREST POLICY OF 1988; 

E) ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT, 1986. 

India has established Green Courts to fight against environmental injustice. National green 

tribunal from in 2010 as a quasi judicial body to tackle environmental cases in Kishor 

Upadhaya vs. Union of India the Supreme Court granted interim relief petition on the 

rehabilitation of displaced people (Dhar, Susmita. 2018. ‘ Sustainable Development, Politics 

of Environmental Justice and Law' in Jayanta Kumar Saha and Subir Kumar Roy (ed.), Law, 

Court and Politics: Re-Negotiating Global and National Perspectives). But the main problem 

in India is lack of powerful environmental law implementing authority. 
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◼ “LIKE MUSIC AND ART,LOVE OF NATURE IS A COMMON LANGUAGE 

THAT CAN TRANSCEND POLITICALORSOCIALBOUNDARIES.” 
 

—JIMMYCARTER 
 
 

◼ “ONEOFTHEFIRSTCONDITIONSOFHAPPINESSISTHATTHELINK 
BETWEENMANANDNATURESHALLNOTBEBROKEN.” 

 
—LEOTOLSTOY 

 
ENVIRONMENT :The term environmenthasbeenderivedfrom aFrench 
word“Environia”meanstosurround.Environmentcanbedefinedastotal 
ofallthelivingandnon-livingelementsandtheireffectsthatinfluence 
humanlife.Whilealllivingorbioticelementsareanimals,plants,forests, 
fisheries,andbirds,.non-livingorabioticelementsincludewater,land, 
sunlight,rocks,andair. 
 
1.AccordingtoP.Gisbert“Environmentisanythingimmediately 
surroundinganobjectandexertingadirectinfluenceonit.” 
 
2.AccordingtoE.J.Ross“Environmentisanexternalforcewhich 
influencesus.” 
 
◼Types of Resources in environment:- 
 
(a)Renewableresources.(Examples:Water,trees,etc.) 
 
(b)Non-renewableresources.(Coal,petroleum,ironore,etc.) 
 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
◻Sustainabledevelopmenthasbeendefinedinmanyways, 
butthemostfrequentlyquoteddefinitionis - "Sustainable 
developmentisdevelopmentthatmeetstheneedsofthepresentwithout 
compromisingtheabilityoffuturegenerationstomeettheirownneeds." 
 
◼SustainableDevelopmentGoals 
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◻ The17SustainableDevelopmentGoalswereadopted 
byallUnitedNationsMemberStatesin2015,with169targetstoreachby 
2030.Thegoalsandtargetsareuniversal,meaningtheyapplytoall 
Countries around the world. 
 
NEED OFSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR ENVIRONMENT 
There are 3 primaryobjectivesofsustainabledevelopment:- 
 
(A)Economicgrowth,(B)Environmentalprotection,(C)Socialinclusion. 
◻Toachieveeffectivesustainabledevelopment,the3 
primaryobjectivesmustbeappliedsimultaneously,interactingwithone 
anotherinaconsistent,committedeffort. 
 
◻Applyingthesestrategiestodevelopmentmeansthat 
citiesmustembracelow-
carbongrowthandpublictransportation,climatesmartagriculture, 
preservationofnaturalresourcesandgreaterefficiency 
inenergyandtheglobalsupplychain. 
◻Sustainabledevelopmentpracticeshelpcountries 
growinwaysthatadapttothechallengesposedbyclimatechange,which 
willinturnhelptoprotectimportantnaturalresourcesforoursandfuture 
generations. 
◻Bytheyear2050,itisestimatedthatourglobal 
populationwilllikelyreach9billionpeople.Thechallengeofsustainable 
developmentistomoveforwardinsuchawaythateverysingleoneof 
thesepeoplewillbeabletoenjoyasubstantialqualityoflifewithoutbeing 
detrimentaltoournaturalresources. 
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 The branch of ethics that examines the questions of moral right and wrong relating to the 

management, protection or endangerment of the natural environment. A cluster of beliefs, 
values and norms regarding how humans should interact with the environment.  
It is the study of ethical basis of environment or discussion of the ethical basis of 
environment protection. . Environmental ethics has much to contribute to the solution of 
global environmental problems and raise awareness about environmental problems. 
 
 “ Small is Beautiful “ - Ernest Friedrich Schumacher “ The care of the Earth is our most 
ancient and most worthy, and after all our most pleasing responsibility. “ 
 
 - Wendell Berry  
 

Environmental Ethics Principles – We should have profound respect for nature, We must 

maintain a harmonious relation with other species, Local and Indigenous environmental 

knowledge should be respected, We should recognize our moral duty to protect the welfare 

not only human beings but also of other non-human parts of the environment, the people 

should maintain Ecological balance, We should adopt voluntary measures to conserve the 

resources, moral responsibility is nothing more than our capacity to be human and being 

able to take care of everything around us. 

 Importance of Environmental Ethics 

  1. It makes us aware of indiscriminate and destructive human activities.  

2. Inculcate moral values toward nature and learn to respect various life forms through 

environmental ethics. 

 3. Concerned with issues of responsible personal conduct with respect to natural landscape, 

resources, species and nonhuman organisms.  

4. Biodiversity is essential for survival of life on earth. 

 5. We have to implement 3Rs principle which are Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 

Environmental ethics ask the human to establish a correct view of nature, learn to respect, 

imitate and protect nature and get along amiability and peacefully with nature. We should 

think globally and act locally. 
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The existence of an organism depends on its environment.  This law also 

conditions created by the interaction of organic and 

inorganic elements around us are our environment.  Man 

has taken all the logistics from the environment for his 

livelihood.  This tradition has been going on from primitive 

man to the present time.  As human civilization has 

progressed, so has its demand.  And  the increase  plunder 

of natural resources by humans.  Although the nature is 

able to meet all the needs of mankind;  But was not able to 

satisfy greed. 

 In the words of the environment conscious Gandhi ji .. 

"The world has enough for everyone's need but not 

enough for everyone's greed .." 

 The forms of human endless demand are development, 

industrialization and urbanization.  As a result, our natural 

environment is being harmed as well as the human 

environment.  The emergence and development of human 

civilization has taken place under the affection of the motherly natural 

environment.  This realm of affection is slowly heading towards extinction for 

which the entire responsibility lies with mankind.  If the natural environment is 

destroyed, not only human beings but all living beings will have to become 

extinct from this blue planet.  In this situation, we have no choice but to 

protect the natural environment.  So in the words of Ravi Thakur .. 'Take this 

city .. give it back to the forest ..' 

 Environmentalism try to  development and upbringing of an environment 

friendly attitude in every aspect of our social and state life. 

 Environmental ethics  is acceptable not only to the East-West, but also to all 

types of developed and developing states and the whole world. 

 Environmentalism creates awareness in society about the importance, 

significance and future of the environment.  When the awakened people 

become agitated in the interest of protecting the environment, it is known as 
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environmental movement.  Notable environmental movements in India those 

are  Chipko movement, Narmada Bachao movement and others. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The rapid increase of Human population is putting an incredible strain on our 

environment while developed countries of pollute the environment and 

deplete it resources developing countries are Under increasing pressure to 

complete economically and they are industrial advancement are demanding as 

well. The demands that this growth place on our global environment are 

threatening the future of sustainable life on earth. One of the largest 

environmental effects of human population growth is the problem of global 

warming. Some scientist feared that global warming will lead to rising sea 

levels and extreme weather conditions in the future. In order to destroyed at 

an alarming rate. 
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Human also continue to put a great demand on the natural resources of our 

planet. Many non renewable resources are being depleted due to the 

unrestrained use of fuel and energy.Many parts of the world also suffer from a 

storage of food and water. 

 

The growth of population put larger demands on our already limited resources. 

The environment on earth is suffering from growth of global population. The 

depletion off resources and biodiversity the production of Waste And 

destroying a natural habitat are serious problems that must be addressed in 

order to ensure that life on earth will be sustainable throughout the next 

century. 
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Environmental Movement 
 

The environmental movement (sometimes referred to as the ecology 
movement), also including conservation and green politics, is a diverse 
philosophical, social, and political movement for addressing environmental 
issues. Environmentalists advocate the just and sustainable management of 
resources and stewardship of the environment through changes in public 
policy and individual behavior. In its recognition of humanity as a participant in 
(not enemy of) ecosystems, the movement is centered on ecology, health, 
and human rights. 

The environmental movement is an international movement, represented by a 
range of organizations, from enterprises to grassroots and varies from country 
to country. Due to its large membership, varying and strong beliefs, and 
occasionally speculative nature, the environmental movement is not always 
united in its goals. The movement also encompasses some other movements 
with a more specific focus, such as the climate movement. At its broadest, the 
movement includes private citizens, professionals, religious devotees, 
politicians, scientists, nonprofit organizations, and individual advoca 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservation_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green_politics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_issues
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_issues
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmentalist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_justice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stewardship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environment_(biophysical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Behavior_change_(individual)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grassroots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_and_environmentalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonprofit_organization
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What is an Environmental Movement? 

 

 An environmental movement can be defined as a social or political 
movement, for the conservation of the environment or for the 
improvement of the state of the environment. The terms ‘green 
movement’ or ‘conservation movement’ are alternatively used to denote 
the same. 

 

 The environmental movements favor the sustainable management of 
natural resources. The movements often stress the protection of the 
environment via changes in public policy. Many movements are centered 
on ecology, health and human rights. 

 

 Environmental movements range from the highly organized and formally 
institutionalized ones to the radically informal activities. 

https://www.clearias.com/category/environment-notes/


P a g e  | 17 

 

 

 The spatial scope of various environmental movements ranges from 
being local to almost global. 

 

 

 

The United States has earned the reputation of a rebellious country since its 
birth in the revolution against Britain. Over the course of history, Americans 
have repeatedly confronted oppression, both foreign and national, through 
various wars and rights movements. Unfortunately, when it comes to 
environmental issues the average American has grown increasingly complacent. 
With a renewed urgency, government is working to combat global warming, but 
lacks the necessary social backing. This social support could be supplied through 
a new environmental movement that differs from past efforts. In the course of 
his lifetime, he was able to “champion protection of the Petrified Forest and the 
Grand Canyon in Arizona.Yosemite Valley as a national park in 1890, as well as 
for General Grant and Sequoia national parks” (“John Muir (1838-1914)”). 
Muir’s collaboration with President Theodore Roosevelt not only helped to 
make these national parks existent, but also developed into part of the “rational 
use” philosophy that guided environmental policy of the conservation era. The 
conservation movement coincided with the progressive political era of the late 
1800s and early 1900s. Significant figures of this time were George Perkins 
Marsh and Gifford Pinchot, both who played predominant roles in shaping the 
rational use policy by calling for simultaneous protection of natural resources 
and ability to use them for economic purposes. Marsh, an intellectual Vermont-
native, wrote on the vital interconnection between humans and nature, calling 
for a taming or “command of nature,” believing it was “important to weigh 
results and act accordingly” (“George Perkins Marsh: Renaissance Vermonter”). 

 

By:- Anuruti keshri. ( B.A Political Science Hons ) 
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By – Anima Murmu 
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Environmental governance is a concept in political ecology and 

environmental policy that advocates sustainability as the supreme 

consideration for managing all human activities- political, social and 

economic... One approach is to attribute an economic value to the 

resource.Governance includes government, business and civil 

society.and emphasizes whole system management.To capture this 

divers range of elements environmental governance often employs 

alternative systems of governance, for example watershed - based 

management. It views naturel resources and the environment as global 

public goods.belonging to the category of goods that are not diminished 

when they are shared. 

This means that everyone benefits from.for example, a breathable 

atmosphere, stable climate and stable biodiversity. Public goods are non-

rivalrous - a natural resource enjoyed by one person can still be enjoyed by 

athers and non-excludable- it is impossible to prevent someone consuming 

the goods. 

 Public goods are recognised as beneficial and there fore have value. The  

nation of a global public good thus emerges. With a slight distinction: it 

covers necessities that must not be distroyed by one person or state. 
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 The ldea of sustainable 

development emerged both from science 
and the Environmental movement in the 70s 
and the of 80s of last century since then a lot 

was done in the "sustainable development 
" .But a lot still remains to be done in this 

paper we start from the consideration that 
sustainable development requires that we 

see our world as a system that connects 
space and any discussion today must first 

consider the enormous impacts that modern 
globalisation trends are playing in shaping 
the economic geography of places such as 

marco-regionsn in the future Marco regional 
dimensions is sustainable social economic 
and environmental systems in way whichis 
practical and environmental systems in way 
which is practical and very and close to the 
people and to the opractical and very close 
to the people and to the operatives public 

decision (Alkan Olsson et al 2004) this 
paper is divided in different sections the first 

is about the region al sustainable 
development concept and place Based 

approach the second is about Local aganda 
21 the third about reagional integration and 
development regionalism the fourt is about 

reagional sustainable development in 
practice and the European macro regions at 
the end some conclusion remarks concerns 

the macro regional future strategies 
addressing sustainable development. 
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